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Background 

On Friday 22 March 2019, members of staff for the Hon Linda Reynolds, Senator for 
Western Australia, Minister for Defence industry, participated in after work drinks at 

The Dock bar in Kingston and a bar in Civic, in the ACT. 

At the end of the evening, a young female staff member, Ms Higgins, was assisted 

into the rear of an Uber vehicle, by a male colleague, Mr Bruce Lehrmann. Ms 
Higgins provided her address to her colleague under the belief she would be 
transiting to that location.  

Mr Lehrmann allegedly instructed the Uber driver to take them both to APH, where 
he escorted the intoxicated Ms Higgins to the Minister’s Suite and engaged in non-

consensual sexual intercourse with her. He is then alleged to have left her naked, in 
an unconscious state, where she was located by cleaning staff the following morning.  

On Monday 1 April 2019, Ms Higgins contacted the AFP Protection Liaison (PL) - APH 

with the assistance and support of the Chief of Staff. Ms Higgins was not willing to 
participate in a formal statement after the investigation and court process was 

explained to her, for fear of further reputational impact.  

A discreet internal enquiry by Department of Parliamentary Services (DPS) was 
commenced due to the alleged breach of security in respect to both parties access to 

the Parliamentary Suite. As a result of the above, both individuals were questioned 
by the Chief of Staff with Mr Lehrmann’s employment subsequently terminated.  

The sexual assault allegation was subsequently referred to SACAT for further 
investigation on Thursday 4 April 2019. PL-APH continued to provide investigational 
support and liaised with DPS with regard to sign in sheets and relevant CCTV 

footage. 

On Monday 8 April 2019, a ‘Meet and Greet’ was conducted with Ms Higgins, SACAT 

investigators and counsellors from the  at Winchester 
Police Centre.  

On Saturday 13 April 2019, Ms Higgins confirmed she did not wish to proceed with 

the investigation and declined the opportunity to provide a formal statement in 
relation to the matter. In respecting the wishes of Ms Higgins, the investigation was 

subsequently finalised on Wednesday 11 December 2019, following enquiries to 
obtain and secure perishable CCTV evidence. 

On Friday 5 February 2021, Ms Brittany Higgins contacted the Australian Federal 

Police (AFP) via email, and subsequently attended Belconnen Police Station, where 
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