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OFFICIAL
 
I believe these documents are preparatory to confidential communications between DPP and AFP
for the dominant purpose of providing legal advice, and are not disclosable pursuant to s118
Evidence Act 2011.
 
 
 

Shane Drumgold SC
Director
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ACT)
GPO Box 595, Canberra ACT 2601 (DX 5725)
T: (Direct line)
T: (
M: 
E: @act.gov.au
E: @act.gov.au (EO)
W:www.dpp.act.gov.au
 

For a full range of victims rights, please go to www.dpp.act.gov.au and follow the Witnesses and Victims link.
 
Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
 

 

From: Priestly, Erin < @act.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 20 June 2022 8:19 PM
To: Drumgold, Shane < @act.gov.au>
Cc: Jerome, Skye < @act.gov.au>; Greig, Mitchell < @act.gov.au>
Subject: Fwd: Operation COVINA - Investigative review documents [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive,
ACCESS=Legal-Privilege] [AFP-L.FID51138]
 

OFFICIAL
 





DPP.005.005.0332

Undated - document titled “review doc”.
 
We understand the Director has previously received the documents dated 4 June 2021 and 7 June
2021 in the context of being asked to provide advice and considers in that context the documents
are subject to LPP. We would be grateful if you could confirm that these are the same documents
and that the Director’s position is that they are privileged. 
 
Assuming at this stage the Director’s position is that the first two documents should not be
disclosed because they are subject to LPP, we note that if disclosure of the documents is pressed
by the defence, there is a potential argument that other copies of the documents in the hands of
the AFP are not privileged. The argument would be that prior to being provided to the Director,
these documents were documents prepared for the purpose of internal AFP briefing and
guidance, and that copies of the documents held by the AFP are not privileged because they did
not involve communications with a legal advisor and were not made for the dominant purpose of
obtaining legal advice or for use in, or for the purposes of litigation proceedings. Grateful if you
could advise whether you consider this relevant in the current circumstances.  
 
We do not believe you have previously been provided with the third, fourth or fifth documents, in
the context of a request for advice or otherwise, and it appears to us that the documents would
be disclosable, but will defer to your office’s view on this.
 
Please note some documents have legal professional privilege claims marked up. However, to
enable you to see the LPP content, we have not applied these redactions. Should the documents
be disclosed to defence, please apply the LPP redactions to the following documents:

Investigation reviewed conducted by Cmdr Smith dated 2 August 2021

Higgins brief response by DCRO
 
As detailed in Emma Frizzell’s email, ACT Policing will provide you with the other documents
captured by the disclosure request.
 
Aside from the above, as mentioned in our teleconference on Thursday, ACT Policing will not be
taking any steps to source material sought in the disclosure request which is not currently in our
possession.
 
Kind regards
Stephanie

STEPHANIE 
LAWYER – AFP LEGAL
CHIEF LEGAL COUNSEL
Tel: +61(0) 2 
www.afp.gov.au
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**********************************************************************
                                WARNING
 
This email message and any attached files may contain information
that is confidential and subject of legal privilege intended only for
use by the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.   If you
are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for
delivering the message to the intended recipient be advised that you
have received this message in error and that any use, copying,
circulation, forwarding, printing or publication of this message or
attached files is strictly forbidden, as is the disclosure of the
information contained therein. If you have received this message in
error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your
inbox.
 
AFP Web site: http://www.afp.gov.au
**********************************************************************
 
 




